AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

treasured by men while truth and wisdom
are reverenced.

You have indeed done me a great honour.
I am no scholar, nor yet a man of letters, yet
it may be that the time is propitious for an
expansion of that phrase "an interpreter of
England," and in the spirit of an interpreter
I will proceed to my task. I would speak to
you of my country and what she stands for
to-day: of my people and what they brought
to this continent, and something of that wider
world of which we are a part. And I speak,
not as one who has read of these things in
books or studied them in manuals, but as one
who has tried to play his part in the evolution
of British democracy in those searching years
which followed the Great War. Such views
as I may express are my own, the result of
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